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S

ome 26,000 real estate, city and political leaders
(including 5,400 investors) from over 100 countries
came together earlier this month at MIPIM, the world’s
leading international real estate business, conference and networking event. FIABCI was there – with its most impressive
presence ever, thanks to the efforts of many.
I was pleased to see so many representatives of FIABCI – individual members, Chapters and Principal Members and others –
at MIPIM. After moving to a large, open space on the
fourth floor of the Palais in 2017, we leveraged this opportunity in 2018 by taking an active part in the theme
of this year’s MIPIM: “Mapping World Urbanity.” The
theme focused attention on the need for city authorities
and real estate companies to take a collaborative strategic approach to urban development at a time when
cities house over 50% of the world’s population.
Our panels and networking sessions, including those
that focused on UN-Habitat’s City Prosperity Initiative
and the FIABCI-driven Perception Index, furthered our
relationship with UN-Habitat and strengthened our general position with the United Nations. I believe this will open new doors for FIABCI
and its members in the future.
In addition to many excellent panels and presentations, we enjoyed networking
time, including with a closing cocktail offered by Lennar at Yacht-Ylang Ylang on
March 15, hosted by Mr. Rony Tamayo.
We began the week in Cannes with a gala dinner, attended by the “who’s who” of
MIPIM. Guests included a number of international industry group CEOs (including
from FIABCI sponsors Lennar, Grant Thornton and Picmiller), government ministers, market ambassadors and other VIP officials from the world’s property markets. It was a lovely evening, enjoyed by all. We concluded the week by travelling
to Paris to inaugurate our new office headquarters.
For those of you unable to attend, you can begin planning now for MIPIM 2019,
set for March 12 – 15. FIABCI will return, no doubt bigger and better than before,
thanks to the ongoing and extended support of MIPIM organizers Reed MIDEM.
(Continued on page 2)
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Message from the President (cont.)
While I have a full schedule of activities planned on
behalf of FIABCI over the next few weeks, I wish to
take this opportunity to acknowledge the many
FIABCI members and friends who have provided
their support throughout my term. I am grateful for
the leadership that came before me and have great
confidence in those slated to follow me.

(Message from the President—Continued from page 1)

Our prime location in the Palais will remain the
same, but FIABCI members can look for an increased emphasis on business and business networking in 2019. We will continue our work on urban
sustainability and affordability issues and best practices, but always with an eye to the associated business opportunities for our members. MIPIM is an incredible occasion for individual members connect
with industry players around the globe. FIABCI helps
facilitate and support these opportunities through our
presence at MIPIM. I hope you’ll take advantage of
this valuable member benefit next year.

I look forward to seeing many of you in Dubai next
month where we can celebrate, together, our successes and our continued vision of growth and success for FIABCI!

As we near the 69th World Congress in Dubai, I am
mindful of the great strides this organization has
made over the past few years and am very proud to
have served as World President during this time.

Farook Mahmood
FIABCI World President 2017-’18

T

he 2018 Congress will explore the concept of Happy Cities through panels, discussions, workshops,
exhibits and more. Its fundamental aim is to engage the international real estate sector and provide a
platform for attendees to connect and communicate, form new relationships, learn and build their businesses. Don’t miss the opportunity to be part of this unique Congress. 

Learn more about the
69th FIABCI World
Congress on page 4 and
see a list of featured
Congress speakers
on page 7.
A detailed, updated
schedule will be available
on the Congress website
on April 3.

www.fiabcidubai.com
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World President Travels Down Under

F

IABCI World President Farook Mahmood recently traveled to Sydney, Australia to attend
the Real Estate Institute of Australia’s (REIA)
th
13 annual Awards for Excellence and gala dinner.
REIA is a Principal Member of FIABCI-Australia. This
year’s event was hosted by the Real Estate Institute
of New South Wales (REINSW) and the competition
was tighter than ever. A total of 86 entrants competed
for 16 awards.

President Farook had
the honor of witnessing the signing of an
agreement between
FIABCI-Australia and
REIA. Also present
was Robyn Waters,
Kevin Sheehan,
Michael Herrod, Chris
McGregor, Greg
Mann, and Florentino FIABCI-Australia and REIA agreement
Dulalia.

“Real estate professionals from across the country
converged on Sydney [for the awards] in what was a
great show of how strong our industry is,” said REIA
President Malcolm Gunning. “We saw winners from
right across the board which highlights that our profession is not just about our largest states and cities
but has outstanding achievers everywhere.” Read
more details about the REIA Awards for Excellence
and see a list of winners>

During the various meeting and events, President
Farook made presentations to several individuals to
recognize their service to the real estate industry.
Recognition plaques were presented to Past World
President Robyn Waters; Samantha Payne, President
FIABCI-Australia; Gil King, Secretary General of
FIABCI-Australia; Malcom Gunning, President of
REIA; Jock Kreitals, CEO of REIA; and Chris McGregor, Past President of FIABCI-Australia.

Farook Mahmood with REIA Awards for Excellence winner;
with Robyn Waters (far left) and Florentino Dulalia (far right)

Attending the event was the Honorable Michael
Sukkar, Member of Parliament and Assistant Minister
to the Treasurer (Finance Minister) of Australia.

Presentation of service awards

In support of efforts to grow FIABCI worldwide, President Farook met with David Brandon, National Manager, Professional Standards and Jennifer Cheung,
CPD Development Manager, for the Australian Property Institute to discuss opportunities for the group to
affiliate as a Principal Member with FIABCI-Australia.
Robyn Waters and Samantha Payne also participated
in this meeting.

While in Sydney, President Farook addressed the
REIA Board and CEOs of the real estate institutes
around Australia. He joined a round table discussion
with the Property Council of Australia, reporting on
key FIABCI initiatives, including FIABCI’s work with
UN-Habitat on the assessment of progress against
the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals and involvement in the International Ethics Standards Coali- Joining Farook Mahmood at the various REIA events
tion (IESC). FIABCI 2014-’15 World President Robyn was Florentino Dulalia, Chairman Emeritus of FIABCIWaters serves as REIA’s trustee to the IEC.
Philippines. 
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69th World Congress
Finalize your plans for Dubai

T

he Dubai World Trade Center (DWTC), located in a
highly strategic area of Dubai, is the site of the 69th
FIABCI World Congress. Its flexible meeting and exhibition space provides an innovative setting for thought
leaders to share ideas, brainstorm and innovate around
“Happy Cities.” A few of the Congress speakers are feature
on page 7. See a list and bios of all Congress speakers>
Under the patronage of His Highness Sheikh Mohammed
Dubai World Trade Center
Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President & Prime Minister of
the UAE, Ruler of the Emirate of Dubai, special registration rates are available for the 2018 World Congress.
FIABCI members pay only 100€ for full Congress access with a 50€ rate for accompanying persons. The non-member rate is 200€.
Young members (under 35) attend at for
free. A one-day rate is also available (see
chart). This rate applies to any single day of
the Congress Days (April 30 – May 1). Register now for full rate details at http://
www.fiabcidubai.com/register.

The Congress Opening Event – April 29 An Arabian Dinner Experience (left) will be the opening event for the Congress on April 29 at Qasr
Al Sultan. Step back in time to an era where it all began – where luxury
and Arabian hospitality were one and the same, where visitors from all
across the seven seas travelled for days just for a glimpse into the glorious life at Qasr Al Sultan – the sultan’s palace. Leave the busy city behind, as you enter a world of magic, fantasy and true Arabian hospitality.
It’s more than just a meal, it’s your glimpse into life like a Sultan.
Prix d’Excellence Awards and Dinner – May 1
The 2018 FIABCI Prix d’Excellence awards and dinner will be held in the elegant Godolphin Ballroom of the Jumeirah Emirates Towers. Black tie. Price:
150€ per person.
Farewell Gala Dinner – May 2
The Asateer Tent-Atlantis is the site of the final Farewell Gala Dinner. With
dazzling and uninterrupted views of Dubai’s skyline, this well-appointed venue is a stylish take on the golden era of traditional Arabian hospitality. Black
tie. Price:100€ per person. 

2017 Prix d’Excellence

Travel to Dubai on Emirates Airlines and save!
Use discount code EVE6FC7 at time of booking.
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Blockchain Technologies
A new way to do real estate business

L

ast December 2017, the value of Bitcoin
neared the $20,000 mark, setting off great
speculation, excitement (and some skepticism)
about the future of cryptocurrency. While much of the
news focused on bitcoin as an asset, many of the
most impactful applications center around the underlying technology – the blockchain. Blockchain technology is transforming industries, including real estate, to make them more modern and efficient.

•
•
•

Object, Deal & Property Registries
Escrow Accounts
Liquidity & Transparency

World President-elect Assen Makedonov included in
his presentation information on GREM (Global Real
Estate Market), an innovative real estate platform that
unites all the advantages of blockchain technology
which aims to make the global real estate market
open and available to all. Its mission is to be a convenient, simple and safe place for real estate deals.

During the 9th session of the World Urban Forum in
February, incoming World President Assen
Makedonov gave a speech on transparency and
blockchain technology in the real estate industry.
Following are highlights of the presentation, excepted
from the presentation slides.

What is blockchain?
Blockchain is a public way of storing the data or digital registry of transactions, deals and contracts. Any
event information is recorded into “blocks,” which are
united in chains, forming blockchain registry. You
cannot change or delete these blocks or its sequence. You can only create a new one.
Copies of blockchain are stored and processed on
independent computers of blockchain-net participants. Any net user has access to the latest version
of the registry, but the level of access differs. The details of a deal can be seen only its participants, while
others can see only the deal itself.

Advantages for the real estate industry
With the use of blockchain and other distributed registry technologies, real estate operations will become
easier, quicker and cheaper. The real estate market
will get rid of excess middlemen and become more
safe, transparent, i.e. more liquid.

Assen Makedonov delivers presentation on blockchain
technology during the World Urban Forum.

Blockchain technology directly touches and impacts
the following areas:
•
•

•
•

The GREM platform is a single global platform for
communication and concluding deals between main
market participants (dealers, brokers, property owners), experts and service providers (investors, devel-

Security
Money Transfers
Smart Contracts
Reduction of Transaction Costs

(Continued on page 6)
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Blockchain Technologies
A new way to do real estate business
Blockchain technology decentralizes data, which will
disrupt current models and minimize the role of some
middleman players, including banks, notaries/
attorneys and brokers. The good news for brokers is
that most are paid by the transaction (not the hour) so
the efficiencies of blockchain technology will allow
more transaction to be
done quicker.

(Continued from page 5)

opers, architects, appraisers, notaries) and buyers of
real estate around the world. It allows all market participants to interact in an online-network, eliminating
geographical, informational or bureaucratic barriers.
All deals conducted on the
platform are registered in
the blockchain register,
which cannot be changed
or forged. Holders of the
platform’s blockchain
deals registry will be the
largest legal and insurance companies, banks
and specialized state bodies in most countries.

To advance the adoption of
the technology, competing
brokerages, lenders and
other parties to the transaction must work collaboratively to establish best
practices, following on
what the financial services
sector has done. FIABCI
will work to identify and
support these best practices.

Blockchain
technology adoption
Both technology and real
estate experts say blockchain technology has an
important place in the commercial real estate market
with its ability to streamline processes, reduce fraud
and cut costs, but the adoption rate is a work in progress.

Learn more about blockchain technology and its
impact on the commercial
real estate market in a 2017 report from Deloitte
Financial Services, “Blockchain in commercial real
estate; The future is here!” Download now> 

Thank you FIABCI Global Partners
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Dubai Congress Speakers

T

he Dubai World Congress programs boasts an impressive agenda of topical panels focused around
the four pillars of Planning, Governance & Policy, Citizen Engagement and Building for the Future.
Also on the program is a line-up of high profile international speakers, including those featured here.
See the full lineup of Congress speakers at the event website>

Dr. Aisha Bint Butti Bin Bishr

eraged over 200 sales per year, including 321 closed
transactions in 2006.

Dir. General of Smart Dubai Office

Jim Doyle

H.E. Dr. Aisha Bint Butti Bin Bishr
is the Director General of the
Smart Dubai Office, the government entity charged with overseeing Dubai's city-wide smart transformation, and coordinating public and private-sector efforts to make
Dubai a benchmark for smart cities around the world.
Before assuming her current position, Dr. Aisha
served as Asst. Director General of the Executive
Office of His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin
Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai. The Executive
Office is in charge of implementing H.H. Sheikh
Mohammed's vision to place Dubai at the fore of
smart development on a global scale, and to establish the emirate as an international hub for the future
industry. During her tenure at the Executive Office,
Dr. Aisha led the Smart Dubai taskforce team. She
also worked in the Ministry of Labour, in charge of
strategic management, partnership development, and
change management policies.

Dir. of Technical Resources, WET
As Director of Technical Resources
at WET, Jim Doyle guides WET’s
teams as they marry challenging
technologies with human experience. Jim’s contribution includes
the Fountains of Bellagio in Las Vegas, Performance
Lake at Wynn Macau, the Salt Lake 2002 Winter
Olympic Games Cauldron, the Mirage Volcano and
CityCenter in Las Vegas, and the world’s largest performing fountain, the Dubai Fountain in the UAE. Jim
received an Academy Award in Technical Achievement in 1992. With more than three dozen feature
films to his credit and more than 100 music videos
and television commercials, Jim is a veteran special
effects technician. His entertainment credits include:
Cirque du Soleil; Tama Center of Tokyo, Japan;
Universal Studios California and Florida, as well as
Rio Hotel, Desert Inn, Mirage Hotel and Treasure
Island in Las Vegas.

Charles Montgomery
Bea Johnson

Author, Founder at Happy City Lab

Author. Speaker. Lifestyle Expert

Charles Montgomery is the awardwinning author of Happy City:
Transforming Our Lives Through
Urban Design. He is also founding
principal of Happy City Lab, an
interdisciplinary consultancy which helps cities and
developers on four continents create happier, healthier places.

Bea Johnson is dedicated to living
a Zero Waste lifestyle; generate a
mere quart of waste per year.
Through her blog and with her
book, Zero Waste Home, Bea inspires a growing international community to live simply and take a
stance against needless waste. Her passion and positive outlook have earned her appearances on TV
and in publications around the world. Grand prize
winner of "The Green Awards" in 2011, she regularly
speaks at universities, corporate events and conferences. She has become the spokesperson for the
Zero Waste lifestyle or, as The New York Times puts
it: “The Priestess of Waste-Free Living.”

Dan Smith
Author
Dan Smith is the author of three
books, including the #1 Best Seller
"Failing Greatly, Your Guide to
Achieving Success after Failure."
He was a top producing agent who
in his last five years, before selling his business, av-

(Continued on page 8)
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Dubai Congress Speakers
Kim A. Page

(Continued from page 7)

Author, The Right Kind of Loud

Sam Real

Kim A. Page has helped thousands
of professionals get their message
through in multinational and local
organizations. She has an embodied approach, explaining through
her face and body and she is an
exceptional listener with a unique
ability to bring people out of their shells and discover
the power of their voice. Her career spans across
three continents, from Copenhagen, to Barcelona and
San Francisco before landing in Dubai, where she
currently resides. As a speaker, Kim has been invited
to talk at institutions like Carnegie Mellon University,
NASA Ames Research Center and the Grassroots
Innovation Program at EMC in Silicon Valley and she
was the moderator for the WomenSME 2017 conference in Dubai.

Real Estate Agent
A top grossing agent at Nest
Seekers International, Sam Real
has sold more an $170M worth of
properties. Recognized as one of
the premier residential agents in Los Angeles and
one of 2017’s top brokers by the Los Angeles Times,
Sam provides results and first class service to his clients on an unprecedented level. His ability to analyze
market trends and current values, as well as assess
the benefits and drawbacks of property alternatives to
meet his clients’ investment criteria is distinguished
among clients and colleagues. He has been profiled
in Top Agent Magazine and the Los Angeles Times.
His properties have been featured on CNBC’s “Secret
Lives of the Super Rich,” and seen in The Robb
Report, Bloomberg, Yahoo Finance, among others.
Though Sam’s primary area of focus is southern
California, he’s involved with deals across the U.S.
and has listed properties internationally in France,
Greece and Mexico.

Hernando de Soto
Economist, President ILD
Hernando de Soto is a Peruvian
economist known for his work on
the informal economy and on the
importance of business and property rights. Mr. de Soto was listed as one of 15 innovators "who will reinvent your future" according to
Forbes magazine’s 85th anniversary edition. He is
the president of the Institute for Liberty and Democracy (ILD), located in Lima, Peru. ILD designed the administrative reform of Peru's property system which
has given titles to an estimated 1.2 million families
and helped some 380,000 firms, which previously
operated in the black market, to enter the formal
economy. Since its work in Peru in the 1980s, the
ILD, has worked in dozens of countries. Heads of
state in over 35 countries have sought the ILD's services to discuss how de Soto’s theories on property
rights could potentially improve their economies. In
May 2015, De Soto was a moderator at the 1st Annual Block Chain Summit hosted by British billionaire
Richard Branson. He advocates that blockchain technology is well-suited to acting as a public ledger to
help achieve the objective of formalizing the informally-held property rights. 

Chris Smedley
CXO, Digital Habitats Corporation
Futurecrafter Technology Muse Parallel Entrepreneur, Innovator
and Terraformer. Digital Habitats is
transforming urban development by
creating fully autonomous cities of the future and custom crafting resilient, happy cities on land, sea, air,
and space.

Dr. Mona Helmy
Dar Al-Hekma University
Dr. Mona Helmy is an architect, urbanist and educator. She is an assistant professor at DAHU, Jeddah.
Since 2010, she has been a research fellow at the Städtebau-Institut at Stuttgart
University, Germany. She is a consultant to many
organizations in the field of City Branding and
Creative Places.
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FIABCI at MIPIM
In Nice, Cannes and Paris

M

IPIM 2018 was a very special event year for FIABCI. This year, FIABCI made a special effort to offer
to its delegates and partners a spacious and pleasant pavilion of 154 m2, on the 4th floor of the Palais des Festivals in Cannes.132 FIABCI delegates came from 33 countries to participate in this major event for the real estate industry, using the facilities and services of the FIABCI Pavilion for their business
meetings and networking.
MIPIM Cannes is the world’s leading real estate business and networking event, attracting 26,000 attendees.
Key focuses included, the expected growth in real estate investment expected; urban development, innovation with focus on start-ups, the move to target cities rather than countries in investment strategies and how
tech is being more fully embraced by real estate companies.
Throughout the intensive week of discussion MIPIM 2018’s central theme, “Together we map world urbanity,”
highlighted the urgent need for governments and, in particular, city authorities and real estate companies, to
work together to develop urban cities. During three days at the FIABCI Pavilion, delegates enjoyed meeting
some of the most influential real estate professionals from around the world.
Throughout the event, FIABCI’s Pavilion sheltered 15 conferences with opening sessions and top level panelists interventions and speeches around the general MIPIM theme and FIABCI’s umbrella’s theme “World
Property and Urban Forum.” On the following pages is day-by-day recap of the highlights of FIABCI’s presence at MIPIM and at related events in Nice and Paris. View or download additional photos from these links:
FIABCI at MIPIM, Gala Dinner and HQ Inauguration.
(Continued on page 10)

FIABCI Pavilion at MIPIM Cannes

Photo credits for MIPIM images in this issue: Christophe Lebedinsky, Christophe Giraudeau and Claire Mendy

DID YOU ATTEND MIPIM?
Help us plan for FIABCI at MIPIM 2019 by sharing
your feedback from 2018.
The survey takes only a few minutes.

Take the survey now>
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FIABCI at MIPIM (cont.)
(Continued from page 9)

Monday, 12 March, 2018, Nice
Before MIPIM opened its doors, FIABCI delegates and partners gathered in Nice for meetings and in Cannes
for a Gala Dinner. The dense and rich program started on Monday, March 12th with the
European Chapter Presidents meetings followed by the Board of Directors Meeting in Nice, at Hotel Le Negresco. Key points covered during the European Chapter Presidents meeting included a report from European Region Committee President Ramon Riera Torroba, the global calendar, affiliation and how national chapters can attract more members.

FIABCI Board Meeting

Hotel Le Negresco, Nice

European Presidents Meeting

Michael von Hauff

Ramon Riera Torroba, Anna Koval

Presentation to the Board

10

FIABCI at MIPIM (cont.)

A
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

fter the presidential remarks by Farook Mahmood, the main points discussed during the Board of Directors Meeting in Nice included:

Financial committee report and recommendations
Outstanding balance 2017
World Organization – Membership fee
World Property and Urban Forum
FIABCI Global Events report
World Congress 2019
Partnership request and Global Partnership Agreement – IELPE
New Chapter requests: FIABCI-Mongolia, FIABCI-Iran FIABCI-Turkey,
FIABCI-Vietnam and updates on ongoing negotiations (China, Croatia,
Costa Rica, Israel, Latin America, South Africa)
Presentation by Mr. Sultan Al Akraf, Dubai Land Department on the new registration process for the 69th FIABCI World Congress “Happy Cities.”

Farook
Mahmood

Mr. Sultan Al Akraf, Dubai
Land Department address the
FIABCI Board

(L to R) Kirkor Ajderhanyan, Lily Chang,
Farook Mahmood, Sultan Al Akraf,
Assen Makedonov, Ramon Riera, Tai
Yan Gui, Walid Moussa and others

Welcome Cocktail Reception hosted by
FIABCI-Russia
After 5pm, FIABCI-Russia offered a welcome
cocktail reception “Pre-MIPIM-Guide” for delegates,
partners and MIPIM participants at the Hyatt
Regency Nice.
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FIABCI at MIPIM (cont.)
“Together We Map World Urbanity”: MIPIM 2018
Cocktail Reception and Gala Dinner
Following a day of meetings and intensive exchanges between FIABCI’s members, it was time to share an
enjoyable event with the highly expected smoking and cocktail dress FIABCI Gala Dinner, held at the Hôtel
Barrière Le Majestic Cannes. Some 180 distinguished guests attended this memorable event hosted by
Andrew Morris, CEO of Picmiller/BluePrint. The guests were welcomed by a cocktail at the terrace of the
mythic hotel, before getting into a prestigious room where a live band and a photographer were waiting for
them to make the event epochal.
Karabet Hemengul, Filippo Rean, Rony Tamayo,
Kirkor Ajderhanyan, Assen Makedonov, Marc Vetillard

At the Majestic’s Terrace, Lisa Choi, Tai Yan Gui, Karène
Ajderhanyan, Lily Chang, Irena, Farook Mahmood

Emilie Mazza, USA member, Léo Attias

Andrew Morris and
Desislava Atanasova
with Assen Makedonov

Yevheniia Miroshnychenko,
Karine Ajderhanyan, Anna
Koval, Kateryna Pylypchuk
Gala Dinner
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Keynoter, Karin Barthelmes-Wehr

FIABCI at MIPIM (cont.)

Michael Heming, Anna Koval, Ramon Riera Torriba

Mr. and Mrs. Florentino Dulalia

A

fter the dinner was served, Mr Farook Mahmood, FIABCI’s World President 2017-2018 took the opportunity to honor 13 partners with awards. Among them: Mr Andrew Morris, CEO of Picmiller/
BluePrint and Special Host; Mr. Eduardo Moreno, Head of Research and Capacity, UN-Habitat; Mrs.
Alejandra Perez, Liaison Officer, City Prosperity Initiative, UN-Habitat; Mr. Daniel Kurkdjian CEO of Grant
Thornton France; Rony Tamayo, VP, Lennar; Filippo Rean Director for Real Estate Division Reed MIDEM;
Mr. Marc Vetillard, Reed MIDEM Sales Director Continental Europe & Africa.
All received their awards in the presence of the past World Presidents and the board members, together
with generous applauses from the elegant and chic audience. The Gala Dinner ended joyfully, with dances
and laughs, around midnight.
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FIABCI at MIPIM (cont.)
Tuesday, 13 March, 2018, Cannes

O

ver three days, FIABCI’s Pavilion sheltered 15 conferences with opening sessions and top level panelists interventions and speeches around the general theme “FIABCI, Together We Map World Urbanity” and within the framework of the World Property and Urban Forum.

Enrico Campagnoli, President of FIABCI’s International Organizations Committee, oversaw the opening and presentation of key sessions. He brilliantly
explained the theme from FIABCI’s perspective
and introduced the panelists: Farook Mahmood,
FIABCI World President 2017-2018; Eduardo
Moreno, Head of Research and Capacity, UNHabitat; Rudiger Ahrend, Head of Economic Analysis, Statistics and Multi-Level Governance Section,
OECD; and Kirkor Ajderhanyan, FIABCI World
President 2016-2017 (in charge of WPUF).
After the World President explained the mission of
FIABCI, the panelists detailed how they see tomorrow’s cities. With FIABCI’s professionals representing 42 countries therefore: “We are the representatives of the world population. We have the responsibility to
create better cities that connect urbanisation.” /… / “In the next 20 years, we are expecting the world to grow
and develop.” /… / “The future of the cities will be written in plural. They will be some national and local
changes,” said Eduardo Moreno.
Noticeable exchanges about urban agenda, shift of global power, climate change and the link between urbanisation and poverty and inequalities were heard. Above all, the first keynote pointed out that however the
cities will be in 20 years, they will have to take into account people’s perception and the way they perceive
happiness. From the first day of the conferences to the last one, the human being has always been valued
by prominent researchers as well as real estate specialists.
Session 1: “Prosperous Future of Cities with People's Participation”
This was a rich discussion on national and local contribution to the FIABCI Urban Monitoring Lab with four panelists: Paolo Facchini, Partner and Chairman,
Lombardini22 Group; Luca Bigliardi, Founding Partner,
Principio Attivo Architecture Group; Stefano Magnolfi,
Director, CRIF RES; and Marco Matteini, Architect,
MATTEINI + ASSOCIATES

Farook Mahmood with FIABCI Leadership

Moderator Enrico Campagnoli, Founding Partner, IL
PUNTO/CORFAC, summed up the session saying: “The
future of the cities is the future of humanity.” Indeed, as
far as sustainable housing is concerned, researchers
today agree that human should always come first.
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(Continued on page 15)

FIABCI at MIPIM (cont.)
Session 2: “Cities: How to Assess their Prosperity?”
The sessions of the Word Urban Property Forum took place at
the Auditorium A for the first time in FIABCI’s history at
MIPIM. World President Farook Mahmood expressed his enthusiasm about the City Prosperity Initiative and the partnership with the UN-Habitat.
Eduardo Lopez Moreno, Head of Research and Capacity, UNHabitat exposed his knowledge and work on “What will cities
look like in 2030 or 2050? And How to assess their prosperity.”
“Will be the role of cities, sometime more powerful than
their countries?” was the panel discussion theme with
Eduardo Lopez Moreno, Head of Research and Capacity, UNHabitat; and Luis Herrera Favela, Director of City Prosperity
Initiative Project, UN-Habitat.
Moderators were Enrico Campagnoli, FIABCI’s President of
International Organizations Committee, and Alejandra Perez,
City Prosperity Initiative-Advocacy, Outreach and Communications, UN-Habitat.

Monday, 12 March, 2018, Nice
Session 3: “Real Estate for the Social, Economic and Financial Development”
Session 3 featured Tadashi Matsumoto, Senior Policy Analyst - Sustainable
Urban Development, OECD. Panelists discussed “Property rights, how
they can improve the economy?” Panelists included: Dr. Chryssy A Potsiou, President, International Federation of Surveyors
(FIG); Mark Draeck, Industrial Development
Officer, UNIDO; and Vincent Gauthier,
Founder, Catallaxy. Chairing the session
was the excellent Enrico Campagnoli, President of International Organizations Committee, FIABCI.
Panel discussion 2 focused on “Urban solutions for economic development” with
Tadashi Matsumoto
Didier Vancutsem, Secretary General,
ISOCARP as Chair Person and distinguished panelists: Lola Davidson, Deputy Secretary General, International
Urban Development Association (INTA); Jean Félix, Chairman, International
Federation of Consulting Engineers (FIDIC); and Nicolas Buchoud, Founding
principal, Renaissance Urbaine.

Dr. Chryssy A Potsiou

(Continued on page 16)
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FIABCI at MIPIM (cont.)
(Continued from page 15)

At midday, a third panel focused on “Digital economy - partnership framework for State, Architects, Developers and other Experts.” Panelists included Mikhail Grin President, Grand & Metro Consulting
(Chairperson) along with Viktor Ivanyuk, President, Avangard Invest Project; Nikolai Kazanskiy, President,
Russian Guild of Managers and Developers; and Maartin Vermeulen, Regional Manging Director Europe,
Russia and CIS.
In the afternoon, Léo Attias (left), President of FIABCIFrance, was featured with his new book, “Immobilier,
quelles sont les clés pour réussir son investissement à l’international?” – capturing the interest of the audience. The
book presentation provided attendees to learn more about
“The main challenges of the real estate industry in
France.”
President Farook Mahmood congratulated his French
colleague about his inspiring success story. Ariane
Artinian, Editor-in-chief, Radio-immo, facilitated the
discussion.

Wednesday, 14 March, 2018, Cannes
Wednesday 14th was the busiest day at the FIABCI Pavilion, with no less than seven discussions or conferences. Another dense and rich Keynote was “The International Ethics Standard – how can one set of
rules work for the real estate industry worldwide?” by Mrs. Karin Barthelmes-Wehr, Managing
Director, ICG - Institut für Corporate Governance.
The last panel discussion of the day was on “Spring Real Estate Industry Report 2018” by the Council of
Real Estate Wise Men, featuring Michael Heming, President, FIABCI-Deutschland (as Chairperson) surrounded by eloquent panelists: Dr. Andreas Mattner, Chairman, ZIA German Real Estate Association;
Jürgen Michael Schick, President, IVD German Real Estate Federation; and Andreas Schulten, Bulwiengesa
AG, Member of Council of Real Estate Wise Men.

Thursday, 15 March, 2018, Cannes
Session 4: “FIABCI National Urban Monitoring Labs”
Enrico Campagnoli (right), President of FIABCI’s International
Organizations Committee conducted a keynote on “How to support
and promote UN-Habitat Perception Index of City Prosperity
Initiative.” He was surrounded by a dozen passionate delegates
whose implication made the meeting uplifting and intense.

(Continued on page 17)
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FIABCI at MIPIM (cont.)
Session 5: “Public Private Project for sustainable development in Indonesia”
Session 5 provided the opportunity to see a beautiful video on Mandalika Project, presentation by Indonesia
Tourism Development Corporation (ITDC) and Vinci Construction Grands Projects (VCGP). The session was
chaired by Tahar Saïah, Professor of Economics, University of Nice Sophia Antipolis. Panelists included:
Ricky Baheramsjah, Head of Investment & Marketing Division, ITDC; Aditya Megantara, Business Development Associate, ITDC; and Thibaut Peniguet, CFO Gulf Area Countries, VCGP.
Before lunch time, a brilliant exposé on “Operiō immō Launch Operational Intelligence for Real Estate Professionals” was
presented by Grant Thornton, FIABCI Global Partner, followed by
a panel discussion chaired by Alexandre Ozararat, Managing
Partner, Grant Thornton France. Panelists included: Armand
Pinarbasi, Director of Provence-Mediterranean region, Grant
Thornton France; Pierre Garant, President of Operiō; and
Raymond Chabot of Grant Thornton. These gentlemen showed
their expertise in managing risk and insurance beautifully.
Oleksandr Sokol

Grant Thornton stand

Following a cocktail reception, the FIABCI Pavilion sheltered Georgia thanks to keynotes presented by
Oleksandr Sokol, President of FIABCI’s Young Member
Committee who was warmly applauded by the audience.
He provided an insight into the topic: “Georgia, what
are the main factors of investment attractiveness?”

Last, but not least, “The Power of Networking” was demonstrated by our partner Andrew Morris, CEO, TheBluePrint. He
explained with facts and concrete examples how and why
networking makes good business while makes you feel better
as a human being.
An uplifting and exciting week with conferences, business
meetings and international networking which ended beautifully with two cocktails offered to FIABCI members by partners
The Miami Association of Realtors® (held in their stand) and FIABCI sponsor Lennar, on a yacht.

Conclusion
MIPIM was a great success for FIABCI’s members and partners. The event opened the door to new partnerships, new businesses, new memberships and was in line with the FIABICI’s DNA: to help its members add
an international dimension to their businesses. FIABCI ambition is definitely to help its members acquire
knowledge, develop networks and optimize business opportunities all over the world. MIPIM 2019 is already
on every participant’s mind. #FIABCIatMIPIM 
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HQ Inauguration

T

he official inauguration of FIABCI headquarters took place on Friday March 16, in Paris. This special
event started at 3:30 pm with 45 guests enjoying a 360 degree view of Paris from top of Montparnasse
Tower. At 4:30 pm, World President Farook Mahmood officially inaugurated FIABCI HQ. This historic
moment was followed by a cocktail reception, friendly
speeches, delegates contributions and uplifting encouragement from our World President.

Guests at Tower Montparnasse (above and right)

Léo Attias, President of FIABCI-France declared: “I
welcome this inauguration as a great initiative. We
really wanted FIABCI international headquarters to
remain in Paris. By buying offices here, the headquarters of FIABCI International are definitely in
Paris now. After a very dense, dynamic and interesting week at MIPIM, we have been honoured to
welcome the different delegations, together with the
Official ribbon cutting at 4:30pm on March 16, 2018. World Presi- emblematic figures of FIABCI, such as Enrico Camdent surrounded by immediate past President, President elect,
pagnoli and Laurence McCabe, as well as the World
Vice-president elect and donators and delegates.
President Farook Mahmood, past and future Presidents. It was indeed a very emotional moment for the history of FIABCI International. Also, to have all these
personalities and FIABCI International active members in a mythic and prestigious restaurant such as Le
Fouquet’s was the climax of a beautiful inauguration in Paris.”
Indeed, the evening ended at Le Fouquet’s restaurant with an exquisite dinner in a traditional Parisian
atmosphere. It was a very pleasant way to finish up an historical and memorable week together. 
See more HQ inauguration photos on page 19.
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HQ Inauguration Images
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Report from Americas Region
Focus on Maya Riviera, Mexico

T

he FIABCI Americas International Global Summit was held in the beautiful Mayan Riviera.
Cancun, Playa Del Carmen and Tulum welcomed over 220 delegates and guest from over 25
countries.

Session was
the Governor of
the State of
Quintana Roo,
Carlos Joaquín
González.

Seven invited
speakers covered topics
ranging from
sustainable
housing to cities
of the future. In addition to all the business work and
discussions during the Summit, there were several
social events that were enjoyed by all. The highlight
of the events was the closing ‘Banquet’ held on a
Under the beautiful sunny skies of the Maya Riviera in beautiful moonlit evening on the beach. The attire
the gorgeous Bahia Principe Resort, three days of
was all white, and included a sumptuous dinner, mariintense meetings, property tours and presentations
achi band, live band, award ceremony and dancing
were held – centering on both the region on the faron the beach. It was a night to remember.
reaching areas of North, South and Central America.
In surveying
the attendants, over
90% requested that
this type of
event be
held in different areas
of the region at least
once every two years. More than 97% of those surveyed gave the Cancún event a highly successful
event rating.
Americas Committee President Tony Hanna Greyab,
held more than six meetings with his committee,
which included Vice President, Eugenia Fox (USA),
Secretary General, Azizali Kanjee (Canada) and his
team made up of the local committee from Miami to
Mexico.

Among the special guests welcomed by FIABCI
World President Farook Mahmood at the Opening

There is a major support for FIABCI in this region
from sister organisations which have requested further collaboration with FIABCI in the Americas and
internationally. The Americas executive has taken
note of this and will look at further collaboration efforts
in the future.
For those unable to attend, enjoy the photos from the
American Summit on this and the next page. 
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Report from Americas Region – Images
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FIABCI, the International Real
Estate Federation, is a business
network of real estate
professionals worldwide.

FIABCI International
Tour CIT Montparnasse
3, rue de l’Arrivée
Paris 75015
+33 1 45 38 26 35
info@fiabci.org
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